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GENESIS OF AN INDUSTRY GIANT 


N.L. Nathanson, one of the founding 
fathers of Famous Players was a native 
Minnesotan who moved from Minne- 
apolis to Toronto in 1907 and started 
out as a concessionaire in an East End 
park, later acquiring an interest in an 
outdoor advertising firm. He became 
an exhibitor in 1916 when he bought 
the Majestic Theatre in Toronto from 
A.J. Small, renovated it and renamed 
it the Regent which later became the 
flagship of his circuit. He also acquir- 
ed a franchise for the distribution of 
various producers’ product through 
Regal Films Limited. 

In 1918 Mr. Nathanson and a 
group of associates incorporated Para- 
mount Theatres Limited for the opera- 
tion of theatres in Toronto, Ottawa, 
Kingston, Guelph and Galt. In 1920 
they turned their interests over to a 
holding company, Canadian Paramount 
Corporation Ltd., with the assets divi- 
ded evenly between the Nathanson 
group and Famous Players-Lasky. 

Canadian Paramount Corporation 
confined its activities to film distri- 
bution through its two _ subsidiaries, 
Famous-Lasky Film Service and Regal 
Films and a new company was form- 
ed, Famous Players Canadian Corp- 
oration for the purpose of building 
and acquiring theatres throughout Ca- 
nada. The new company was incorp- 
orated by Letters Patent dated Jan- 
uary 23, 1920. 


The formation of the Company 
represented a consolidation of the 
holdings and interests in the Motion 
Picture Industry in Canada of two 
groups, namely a Canadian group com- 
prising N.L. Nathanson, J.P. Bickell, 
J.B. Tudhope and W.J. Sheppard, and 
an American group comprising Fa- 
mous Players-Lasky Corporation of 
New York and its subsidiaries. Since 
the inception of Famous Players in 
1920 the American company main- 
tained effective voting control of the 
Canadian company, at one time as 
much as 94%, and presently 51%. 

The first president of Famous 
Players was Adolphe Zukor who held 
that office from February 26, 1920 
until May 31, 1933. 

N.L. Nathanson was managing 
director from February 26, 1920 until 
his resignation on September 18, 1929. 
He returned as president and managing 
director on May 31, 1933 and In May 
of 1941 left the company to organize 
his own circuit which later became 
Odeon Theatres of Canada. 
Following Mr. Nathanson’s earlier re- 
signation in 1929, Mr. Arthur Cohen 
B.A., LL.B, secretary-treasurer of the 
company was named managing direc- 
tor until Mr. Nathanson’s return as 
president in 1933. 

Mr. J.J. Fitzgibbons came to Tor- 
onto from New York in 1930, and in 
1933 was appointed Director of The- 


atre Operations. On April 12, 1938 
he was elevated to the vice-presi- 
dency and on May 14, 1941 was 
named President and Managing Direc- 
tor, a position he held until May 21, 
1963 when he became Chairman of 
the Board. Mr. Fitzgibbons died on 
August 31, 1966. 


Mr. R.W. Bolstad came to Canada 
from the F & R Circuit in Minne- 
apolis at the same time as Mr. Fitz- 
gibbons in 1930 as comptroller and 
assistant treasurer. He was elected 
vice-president and treasurer on May 
14, 1941, and on May 21, 1963 was 
named president and managing direc- 
tor of the Company. He resigned on 
December 31, 1968. 

Mr. George P. Destounis, exec- 
utive vice-president of United Amuse- 
ment Corporation in Montreal was 
named executive vice-president of Fa- 
mous Players on August 15, 1966. 
On Mr. Bolstad’s retirement Mr. Des- 
tounis was named President and Man- 
aging Director effective on January 
1, 1969. 

Famous Players which started 
with twenty theatres in 1920 now 
owns, leases and controls through sub- 
sidiary companies in excess of 350 
theatres in addition to its two wholly 
owned subsidiaries Theatre Confec- 
tions Limited and General Sound and 
Theatre Equipment Limited. 
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For those who like to reminisce | have 
jotted down some of the events of the 
past ten years. They have been event- 
ful years, nostalgic years, and as with 
all historical commentaries they were 
both sad and happy ones. 


1960 


The birth of Telemeter in March... 
F.P. pioneers 70 mm. installations... 
Jack Fitzgibbons elected Tent 28 Chief 
Barker ... later, international rep.... 
Head Office moved from King and 
Yonge to present location ... R.E. 
Myers leaves F.P. for Warner Bros... . 
J.V. Ward retires ... C.S. Doidge ap- 
pointed comptroller and T.W. Naylor 
ass t. treasurer ... W.A. Summerville 
becomes Eastern Division General 
Manager... Variety International con- 
vention in Toronto ...-lvan Ackery 
wins $500.00 Pepsi prize ... F.P. 
launches C.A.T.V. in London and Fort 
William ... Company diversifies with 
interests in bowling alleys and the 
Skyliner Hotel in Winnipeg ... 
National convention in Toronto . 
Ontario starts drive for Sunday movies 
Florence Long elected Interna- 
tional president of WOMPI ... Morris 
Stein named Pioneer of the Year... 
F.P. acquires 12 1/2% of CHAN in 
Vancouver ... Bert Brown wins 


Variety's Heart award ... 


13 of 17 
Ontario communities vote in favour of 


Sunday movies ... Died — Simon 
Meretsky of Windsor and Samuel 
Weiner of Winnipeg. 


1961 


Bert Brown from Telemeter to Im- 
perial theatre ... F.P. acquires Corn- 
wall Cable Vision Company ... F.P. 


and Odeon pool operations in six cities 
Jack Fitzgibbons receives Variety's 
Heart Award ... Ivan Ackery wins 
colour T.V. for Warner's SUN- 
DOWNERS ... Harold Roberts leaves 
Real Estate department for post with 
Ontario Municipal Board ... Bert 
Brown wins top award for 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox’s THE CANADIANS ... F.P. 
to operate largest drive-in west of 
Toronto, the 1000 speaker in Coquit- 
lan, BC. R.W. Bolstad named 


Pioneer of the Year ... Ackery tops 
19,000 entries to win trip to Europe 
... Jack McCausland resigns as Van- 
couver district manager .. . Doug Gow 
takes over ... Died during the year, 
Bob Knevels and Art Ducharme of 
Windsor and P.W. Mahon of Prince 
Albert. 


1962 


Charlie Doctor and Bill Trudell win 
top awards in our ‘Big Parade of Hits 
... Bob Widdicombe heads h.o. Real 
Estate Dept... . Wm. G. Lester elected 


Quebec Pioneer of the Year... and 
later this year, Canadian Pioneer of the 
Year ... Jack Fitzgibbons elected 
International Property Master of 
Variety T.C.L. announces 
$10,000.00 ‘Feast of Profits’ contest 
... Away from home hockey games 
via. Eidophor at College theatre in 
Toronto ... F.P. launches ‘Share the 
Profits drive ... Don Summerville 


elected mayor of Toronto ... Walter 
Bennett and Cliff Denham die. 


1963 


Capitol, Toronto becomes art house 
... W.A. Summerville elected prexy of 
MPTAO ... Ontario Forestry Ass'n. 
presentes Bob Harvey with ‘Smokey 
the Bear’ award Dan Krendel 
elected president of Canadian Picture 
Pioneers ... F.P.°° advances 
$1,000,000.00 for CLEOPATRA 
rights... Art Cauley retires... At last 
count F.P. has 270 hardtops and 44 
Drive-Ins ... J.J. Fitzgibbons elected 
Chairman of the Board, succeeded as 
president by R.W. Bolstad ... Eido- 
phor away-from-home hockey games 
into 9 theatres ... Angus MacCunn, 
E.E. Fitzgibbons, Ken Easton, W.A. 
Summerville, R.J. Eves, elected vice 
presidents ...-Charter members of 40 
year club — Angus MacCunn, L.G. 


Geering, N.L. Jackson, Ben Geldsaler, 
Tom Callendar, Ferg Martin and J.A. 
Troyer ... 25 Year Club membership 
now 464, with 360 active ... J.J. 
Fitzgibbons moves to Hartsdale, N.Y. 

. F.P. and CHUM purchase Ont- 
ario Muzak franchise ... F.P. and 
associates purchase CK K W in Kit- 
chener ... Mayor of Toronto Don’ 
Summerville dies at 48... Bert Brown 
wins top award in MGM’s Golden 
Operetta series contest. 


1964 


T.C.L. offers $6,500.00 prize money 
in ‘Let's Score in ‘64’ drive... Ackery 
wins 55 DAYS TO PEKING contest 


LER 


... Luxurious Yorkdale Cinemas open 
... F.P. announces three weeks vaca- 
tion after twelve years ... Harry and 
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Bob Hurwitz named Pioneers of the 


‘pti 


Year ... J.P. McDonough moved from 
the Maritimes to the Capitol in Ottawa 
... Charlie Doctor wins T.C.L.’s 
Rowntree contest Les Mitchell 
named district manager of the Mari- 
times ... J.R. Nairn elected president 
of the Film Advertising Circle .. . Died 
during the year — Jule Allen, Louis 
Rosenfeld, Teddy Gee, Hye Bossin, 
Dave Korman, George Morrell, Harry 
Hurwitz, Norm Jackson. 


1965 

Dan Krendel reelected president of 
Canadian Picture Pioneers ... Tele- 
meter operation discontinued .. . lvan 


Ackery wins VIVA LAS VEGAS con- 
test... F.P.’s May Levandusky elected 
president of WOMPI ... Loew's Lon- 
don becomes F.P. dual ... Jack Fitz- 
gibbons upped to president of T.C.L. 

Indianapolis ‘500’ on screens of 
three theatres ... Herb Allen named 
Pioneer of the Year ... 35-70 mm. 
Chinook opens in Calgary ... F.P. 
execs and associates meet in Quebec 
City ... Died during the year, Ted 
Doney, Sam Bloom and George Cuth- 
bert. 


1966 


First dual west of Toronto, the Park 
Royal opens in West Vancouver ... 
Andy Rouse resigns from General 
Sound ... L.G. Geering retires, suc- 


ceeded by J.P. Whyte ... F.P. offers 
$5,000.00 prize money in ‘Galaxy of 
Fine Films drive ... F.P. profits rise 


7 


for third successive year ... Com- 
pany’s C.A.T.V. now tops 90,000 sub- 
scribers ... Charles G. Bluhdorn 


q 


elected to Paramount board ... Dual 
drive-in planned for Windsor ... Len 
Bishop wins Quigley Award ... Eddie 
Newman appointed assistant to John 
Ferguson ... George P. Destounis 
named executive vice-president 

Dan Krendel named Canadian Pioneer 


of the Year ... Twin cinemas open in 
Pen Centre, St. Catharines ... George 
Arnott named executive v.p. of United 
Amusements ... Dan Krendel named 


to head F.P.’s EXPO ‘67 efforts ... 
George Destounis marries Kay Kur... 
Charles G. Bluhdorn and Martin S. 
Davis visit Toronto ... Mr. Bluhdorn 
elected to F.P. board 


heads Engineering and Construction 
department ... Ivan Ackery named 
grand C.I.M.Y. winner ... Jack 
McLennan, Fred Gregor, Jules Wolfe, 
Marc Hirsch, Bob Fuller, Tom 
McKnight and J.J. Fitzgibbons died 
during the year. 


1967 


George Destounis named 2nd assistant 
Chief Barker of Variety .. . Ben Geld- 
saler and H.R. Patte retire ... Ed 
Lamoureux wins HOTEL trip to 
Florida ... George Dowbiggan retires 
as Western booker ... SOUND OF 
MUSIC completes second year at 
Eglinton ... J.L. Pilon appointed se- 
cretary of the Company ... Charles 
G. Bluhdorn elected president of Para- 
mount ... Wm. G. Lester retires as 


president of United Amusements .. . 
J.D. Crump appointed comptroller... 
Les Mitchell upped to G.M. of our 
Quebec theatres ... J.A. Troyer re- 
tires ... Toronto-Dominion’s Cinema 


opens... Anne Carroll named assistant 
secretary ... George Destounis chairs 


Western convention and 25-Year Club 
inductions. Died, Yvonne Taylor, Russ 


McKibbin, Raoul Auerbach. 


1968 


J.R. Nairn retires, succeeded by Bud 
Barker ... Blake Cameron named Dis- 
trict Manager, later to head Marketing 
Research ... K.P. Rodberg appointed 
head of real estate Jack Fitz- 
gibbons awarded Centennial Medal by 
Canadian Government... Harold Giles 
retires as v.p. United Amusements .. . 
Dan Krendel and Jack Fitzgibbons 
represent Pioneers and Variety at Will 
Rogers directors meeting, at Saranac 
Lake ... Jack Fitzgibbons appointed 
to O'Keefe Auditorium board 
Charlie Doctor wins C.I.M.Y. award 
... Bert Brown to Capitol in Ottawa 
George Destounis heads Western 
meetings in Vancouver ... Tom Cal- 
lendar named assistant secretary ... 
Maurice Phaneuf upped to G.M. United 
Amusements ... General Sound be- 
comes 100% subsidiary of F.P. 
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R.W. Bolstad resigns as president of 
F,P. 
Died, Charlie Brennan, Herb Allen... 
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1969 


George P. Destounis named president 
of Famous Players ... Testimonial 
dinner to R.W. Bolstad chaired by Jack 


/ 


Fitzgibbons and Dan Krendel .. . W.N. 
Murray named General Manager . 

Les Mitchell to Toronto as D.M. of 
Toronto and adjacent cities ... E.D. 
Strother appointed v.p. of Realty and 
Development ... Richard Kressin to 
head Maintenance and Engineering 
dept. ... N.A. Taylor wins Variety's 
Heart Award ... George P. Destounis 
announces company's retirement 
policy ... R.J. Eves resigns as Western 


Division G.M. Angus MacGunn 
retires as senior v.p. Maynard 
Joiner retires as supervisor of B.C. 
theatres, succeeded by Doug Gow ... 
Bill Robinson upped to Chief buyer 
and booker. 

Jim Dudley upped to D.M. of Van- 
couver houses ... Harry Green ap- 
pointed Director of Personnel 
C.R.T.C. turns down F.P.’s Teltron.. . 
F.P. buys N.A. Taylor and Associates 
interest in 20th Century Theatres... 
Peter Mandell named v.p. and General 
Counsel ... Ted Hayes retires from 
General Sound Mort Margolius 
named director of Operations for 
Ontario ... Paul Hanner appointed 
ad- Pub-head in the west ... W.A. 
Summerville resigns ... Bert Brown 
named to head Mini Cine division... 
Len Bishop named Pioneer of the Year 
... Stan Helleur heads circuit P.R.... 
Bob Harvey wins T.C.L. — Pepsi trip 


to Japan Pat Shea appointed 
general sales manager for General 
Sound ... F.P: offers $20,000.00 for 
‘50 in ‘70’ ideas ... E.E. Newman 
named Alberta D.M. C.1.M.Y. 
award winners, Ivan Ackery, Ted 
Bielby and Lou Lobb honoured at 
Western meetings ... Bob Gardner 
named manager of purchasing at T.C.L. 
... Lorne Smith from General Sound 
to F.P. as assistant treasurer 

Tommy Naylor retires Gerald 
Tipper upped to G.M. of the Spencer 


theatres ... Jim White heads payroll 
department Ivan Ackery, Len 


Bishop and Tommy Thompson retire. 
Charlie Doctor died 


And thus ends another decade in 
our history. What lies ahead.only time 
will tell. We all hope it will be for the 
best, and all of us working in unison 
can make that dream a reality. 
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MANAGERIAL CHANGES 


LES HAWLEY, manager of the Odeon 
in Brantford for the past several 
months has moved to Kingston as 
manager of the Capitol theatre. 


J.P. ANDRE COTE, manager of the 
Regent theatre in Ottawa has been 
appointed manager of the Paramount 
theatre in Peterboro. 


CLARE DOIDGE AND BILL 
MURRAY NEW V.P.’S 


Mr. George P. Destounis has announced 
that at our company’s Board of 
Directors meeting held on Friday, 
February 20th, Mr. Clare S. Doidge 
was appointed vice-president and treas- 
urer of the company, and Mr. William 
N. Murray, vice-president and general 
manager. 


MR. JIM MAZURK, trainee at the Pen 
Centre Cinemas in St. Catharines has 
been appointed manager of the Park 
Theatre in Welland. 
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wae BIG IDEA? 


Well, to put it simply, EVERY- 
BODY has ideas ... some prac- 
tical, some away out, others 
on the border line. The BIG 
idea is to translate such ideas 
as you may have into prac- 
tical suggestions for the bene- 
fit of our company. 

Can costs be trimmed and 
economies effected in your the- 
tre or department at head of- 
fice? Can work loads be shifted 
to make better use of our man- 
power and eliminate duplication? 
Can our various services be im- 
proved so that our customers 
WANT to come back again and 
again? How about a revision in 
our advertising procedures?! can 
think of many areas in which 
your suggestions can prove of 
inestimable value to us. 

Mr. George Destounis will 
welcome any suggestions you 
may have, and all are to be ad- 
dressed to him personally. There 
will be a pay-off in cash bo- 
nuses and other valuable prizes 
to the contributors of such sug- 
gestions as are accepted for im- 
plementation. Such suggestions 
and awards will be published in 
these pages. 

This applies to EVERY EM- 
PLOYEE in our company .... 
theatre staffs, F.P. head office, 
General Sound, and T.C.L. per- 
sonnel. In this issue you will 
find an insert which you may 
use for your remarks, and in 
the case of theatres a dozen or 
so extra copies for distribution 
to staff members. 

This experiment if it works, 
will be continued indefinitely. 
So ... let’s get our thinking caps 
on and show our president that 
we too are involved and interest- 
ed in the welfare of our com- 
pany. So, WHAT’S YOUR BIG 
IDEA ? Let’s keep those sug- 
gestions coming fast and furious. 
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$10,000.00 A YEAR FOR 
FILM SCHOLARSHIPS 


Mr. George P. Destounis has announc- 
ed that Famous Players as part of its 
5Oth Anniversary celebrations has set 
up a fund which will make available 
awards totalling $10,000.00 a year to 
would-be film makers at the university 
and high school levels. Both French 
and English films are eligible. 

According to Mr. Destounis the top 
university film makers will be eligible 
for first and second prizes worth 
$2500.00 and $1,750.00 respectively 
for both French and English produc- 
tions in I6mm, and at high school 
level first prizes of $750.00 will be 
awarded for either I6 or 8 mm in 
either of the two languages. 

Detailed plans will be forthcoming 
shortly and the first awards will be 
made before the end of 1970. 

Mr. Destounis further commented 
“Now that the roots have been plant- 
ed for a national feature film industry 
through the Canadian Film Develop- 
ment Corporation, we at Famous Play- 
ers feel that by providing creative 
incentive at scholastic levels will be 
contributing to the growth of this 
feature industry. Also, in practical 
terms, it could amount to an invest- 
ment in our own future since in time, 
some of the prize-winners just might 
produce features we could show com- 
mercially in our theatres.” 


A NEW C.A. ON OUR 
ACCOUNTING STAFF 


| have just been advised by Lorne 
Smith that Mahmood Kazi, a member 
of our accounting department for the 
past year, has successfully completed 
his course, passed his examinations at 
the Canadian Institute of Chartered 
Accountants, and is now a full-fledged 
C.A. 

Mr. Kazi is a very personable young 
fellow and a valued member of our 
accounting department, and in addi- 
tion to our own head office account- 
ing load has become deeply involved 
in the accounting aspects of many of 
our subsidiary companies and theatre 
pools. 

Congratulations Mahmood. All of 
us at Famous are proud of you and 
wish you continued success in your 
chosen field. 


VETERAN PROJECTIONIST 
C.J. FORD RETIRES 


After 44 years in the theatre business, 
Charlie Ford retired as projectionist 
at the Capitol theatre in Brockville on 


December 31st, 1969 at age 78. He 
started as a stage switchboard operat- 
tor in the New, later renamed the 
Regent theatre in 1925, then moved 
over to the Capitol in 1929 as a 
temporary second projectionist. That 
temporary position lasted forty years. 

In 1919 Charlie founded and oper- 
ated the Ford Electric Company which 
he sold in 1967. He built the first all- 
electric Gold Medallion home in Brock- 
ville, overlooking the St. Lawrence 
where he and wife Mary still reside. 

Charlie was business agent of Local 
345 of the |.A.T.S.E. for thirty years, 
and presently is president of the local, 
a position he has occupied contin- 
uously since 1929. A member of the 
Canadian Picture Pioneers, Charlie also 
belongs to the Brockville Rowing Club, 
the Knights of Columbus, was for 
many years an active member of the 
Royal Order of Moose and secretary 
of the Casey Hockey Club. In 1958 
he was granted an audience with Pope 
Pius XIlth and still bears the scars of 
a wound inflicted during World War 1 
while he was serving with the 38th 
Battalion. 
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His pet hobbies are carpentry, 
swimming and skating. He loves to 
travel, mostly by car. Charlie and 
Mary have two daughters, Anne and 
Mary, both registered nurses, one in 
Brockville and the other in St. Cath- 
arines. 


MRS. EVA THOMPSON 
RETIRES 


A member of the maintenance staff 
of our Palace theatre in Guelph, and 
prior to that time the Royal theatre 
in the same city, Mrs. Eva Thompson 
retired on January 28th. The very 
best wishes of all of us in Famous go 
to Mrs. Thompson for many years of 
health and happiness in her retire- 
ment. Mrs. Thompson was a member 
of our Guelph theatre staff for over 
30 years. 
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FAMOUS PLAYERS EXECUTIVES 
HOST DISTRIBUTION HEADS 
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George Destounis flanked by retiring 
veterans Hillis Cass and Mark Plottel. 


Continuing a tradition of many years, 
our company executives, department 
managers, bookers and _ district 
managers played. host at their annual 
Christmas luncheon for the heads of 
all distribution companies with whom 
we do business. The date, Friday, 
December 19th, in the Gold Room of 
the Park Plaza Hotel in Toronto. 
Following cocktails, the guests sat 
down to lunch and were welcomed by 
our president Mr. George Destounis 


€ Ferg Martin, Dan Krendel, John Heggie, Les Mitchell 


with a few choice and pungent re- 
marks. Mr. Destounis also announced 
the retirement of Hillis Cass as G.M. of 
Metro-GoJdwyn-Mayer, effective on 
December 31st, and Mark Plottel as 
G.M. of Universal, on January 5th. 

Haskell Masters, v.p. and general 
manager of Warner Bros. thanked 
Famous Players on behalf of the dis- 
tributors. It was a friendly and most 
enjoyable affair. 


Recent retirees Bob Eves, Ben Geldsaler, R.W. Bolstad, Bill Summerville, Al Troyer and 


Jim Nairn. 


From left ... Harvey Harnick, Columbia ... Marty Bochner, Astral ... Bob Lightstone, 
Paramount ... Herb Mathers, Empire Films ... Haskell Masters, Warner Bros. ... Bob 
Bowers, Universal. 
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North York alderman Paul Godfrey congratulating G.M. Bill Murray ... 
flanked by Fraser Lawson, manager of the Cinemas and L.E. Mitchell 
district manager 


President George P. Destounis 
greeting Opening night guests 


THREE NEW THEATRES 
MAKE THEIR BOW 


In the dying weeks of 1969 three new 
theatres were added to our circuit Boxoffice and lobby showing our logo 
consisting of six auditoriums with a 
total seating capacity of 3,344, and 
comprising one single, a dual and a 
triple-the first in Canada. 

The luxurious Towne and Countrye 
Cinemas with 717 and 474 seats re- 
spectively opened in Toronto on Nov- 
ember 6th. The single aud. Millbrook 
Cinema in Cornerbrook, Newfound- 
land with 627 seats opened on De- 
cember 4th, and on that same date 
the first triple auditorium in Canada, 
Cinemas 1, 2, and 3 seating 736, 294 
1 and 496 in that order, opened in the 
Lougheed Mall in Burnaby,B.C. The 
first two are under the direct manage- 
| ment of Famous Players, and the 
; triple is being managed by Century 
Theatres Management Limited for us. 
| | have no details or pictures of the 
| Millbrook Cinemas, but elsewhere on 
this page you will find photos and 
i descriptions of the Towne and Coun- 
trye Cinemas and the Lougheed Mall 

Cinemas. 


Wide-Angle view of lobby and entrance 
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MINI CINES NOW 
UN FAIT ACCOMPLI 


Bert Brown, director of our Mini Cine 
operations has announced that a deal 
has been inked for the initial installa- 
tion of this prefab, portable theatre at 
the Lower Notch generating station 
for Ontario Hydro, located on ‘Lake 
Temiskaming at the junction of the 
Montreal River about 30 miles south 
of Hailebury. Target date for the 
opening of this 180 seat unit is March 
1st. 

Bert has received dozens of inquiries 
since publication of ads in Canada’s 
leading financial papers, and, believe it 
or not, one from far away Taiwan. He 
is processing them just as rapidly as he 
can set up appointments with the 
interested principals, and with the 
completion and installation of the 
pilot structure expects to be in a 
position to turn out units at a steady 
pace as deals are signed. 

The Mini Cine is a multi-purpose 
structure, and according to Richard 
Kressin who worked on the initial 
designs and supervised construction of 
the pilot, the auditorium can readily 
be converted into an auxiliary recrea- 
tion or assembly hall by removing the 
first five rows of seats which will 
create an open area twenty four feet 
square and still provide seating for 125. 

The 16mm projection equipment is 
fully automated and can handle both 
conventional and Cinemascope film. 
The screen is a comfortable 10° x 20’. 


The theatre is equipped with wash- 
room facilities, an up to date confec- 
tion bar and most amenities common 
to conventional theatres. It can be 
heated to withstand the below zero 
northern temperatures. 


The present Mini Cine represents 
the prototype structure and as new 
ones are built improvements will be 
added based on our experience. 

Accompanying photos tell their 
own story. 


With a population just nudging the seven million mark, one third of Canada’s total, Ontario is the most populous province in 
the Dominion, and certainly the wealthiest in terms of gross national product. It naturally follows that it also has the greatest 
number of theatres — 220 to be exact — of which 100 are owned or operated by Famous Players and its associates. 

The five largest cities in Ontario and their populations are... Toronto 1,874,605 . .. Ottawa and Hamilton with 300,000 
each... London just over 200,000 and Windsor slightly under that figure. The rest are below the 125,000 mark. 

Our Ontario managers are among the most active on the circuit, and | have written brief biographies of a number chosen 
at random, since space limitations preclude the possibility of covering them all. | hope to do the rest, a few ata time, in 


upcoming issues. 


HENRY MARSHALL 
UNIVERSITY, TORONTO 
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Manager of our University theatre in 
Toronto, Henry hails from Bramp- 


ton, Ont. where he completed his 
High School education before en- 
tering the University of Toronto. 
After two and a half years at U of 
T some serious surgery forced Henry 
to terminate his academic pursuits, 
and he returned to Brampton where 
he joined the staff of the Capitol 
theatre as an usher. One year later 
in 1931 he was appointed assistant 
manager. In January of 1933 Henry 
was moved to the Rdieau in Ottawa 
as assistant and sign painter, and in 
1937 was upped to manager. He 
remained at the Rideau until his 
transfer to the Regent in the same 
city in 1942. This was his first 
Famous Players house. 

After ten years at the Regent, 
Henry was moved to the Capitol in 
Toronto where he spent another ten 
years, until January, 1962 then to 


the Beach theatre where he helped 
set up a reserved seat deal for our 
Eidopher N.H.L. hockey games. 

In March of 1965 Henry moved 
to the Nortown and the following 
year spent a few months at the 
Alhambra, then back to the Nortown 
until July of 1968. From the Nor- 
town he was transferred to his pres- 
ent location - the University theatre 
in Toronto. 

Henry and wife Audrey have one 
son who is presently attending the 
University of British Columbia in 
Vancouver. He is a member of the 
Canadian Picture Pioneers and High 
Park Lodge of the A.F. and A.M. 

The only real hobby he can lay 
claim to is fishing, and once in a 
while, if you can believe everythinghe 
says, he even hooks one that can pass 
the game warden’s inspection. 
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A. C. HARTSHORN 
REGENT, OSHAWA 


A native of Toronto, Al got into this 
business by a sort of a fluke. He 


dropped into the Pantages, later the 
Imperial theatre one day and ran into 
one of his friends who at that time 
was head usher. His friend needed a 
fill - in for a couple of weeks and Al 
agreed to put on an usher’s uniform 
to help out. That was over forty 
years ago and the guy’s still with us. 

From usher Al advanced to head 
usher and then Chief of Staff until 
the Imperial abandoned its stage 
policy and the staff had to be cut 
back. At that point Dan Krendel 
was named manager of the Tivoli in 
Toronto and selected Al as the first of 
many assistants who passed through 
that theatre on their way to theatres 
of their own. 

In 1936 Al became a full-fledged 
manager when he was moved to 


the Family in the East end of Toronto. 
A year later he moved to Hamilton as 


assistant manager of the Palace in that 
city. In 1936 he was transferred to 
the Soo where he spent eight years, 
first at the Orpheum and later the 
Algoma. For a while he managed 
both houses. In 1947 he was moved 
to the Regent in Oshawa where he 
has remained since. 

Al learned the business the hard 
way in the tough thirties, and had 
some pretty fair teachers along the 
way, including Ned Millar, Fred 
Schaefer, Morris Stein and Jack 
Arthur, each of whom contributed to 
his store of knowledge which came in 
so useful over the years. His special 
farte was exploitation and he knocked 
off many a cash prizes along the way. 

He is an active member of 
Rotary in Oshawa, and likes to get 


away for a spot of fishing now and 
again. 
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W.K. TRUDELL 
CAPITOL, LONDON 


Bill and wife Jean are the parents of 
six children, three boys and an equal 
number of girls. They have three 
grandchildren. He is a member of the 
Canadian Picture Pioneers, the Knights 
of Columbus and the London Chamber 
of Commerce. Active in St. Michael's 


Church he was instrumental in pro- 
moting a series of communion break- 
fasts for members of our industry and 
the communications media. 

The first theatre managers’ associa- 
tion in Ontario was formed in London 
during the war years with Bill as its 
first president. He has always been 
active in industry and communal af- 
fairs and has even taken a crack at 
politics. His only other hobby of any 
worth is gardening. 

Bill's entire business life has been 
spent in this industry. Starting as an 
usher at the Capitol theatre in London 
— his home town — while still attend- 
ing school in 1928, he moved up 
rapidly to become assistant to the 
then manager Bob Roddick in 1931. 

In 1935 he was moved to Brantford 
to re-open the old Brant theatre, and 
in 1936 to the Capitol in Guelph for a 
few months, then to the Imperial in 


Sarnia. When the Sarnia house closed 
in June of that same year, Bill relieved 
managers throughout Ontario until his 
appointment as manager of the Capitol 
in 1937. During the war years he also 
handled live shows at the Grand 
theatre in the same city. 

In 1950 Bill took a brief leave of 
absence to tour Canada with the 
Happy Gang. He was one of the men 
selected by our company to take a 
specialized management training 
course at the University of Western 
Ontario. 

Bill has been one of the most 
consistent prize winners in all of our 
circuit-wide promotional drives and 
has dozens of citations to prove it. He 
is particularly noted for the excellent 
relationship which has always existed 
between him and the various news 
media, as witness another story else 
where in this issue. 
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C.J. JEFFREY 
CAPITOL, SUDBURY 


Manager of our Capitol in Sudbury, 
Jeff originally hails from Chatham 
where at age 7 he was already in 
business ... handling a newspaper 
route. At 9 he got a job in a confec- 


tionery store adjacent to the Capitol 
theatre and kept his job until he 
turned 15. Then, while attending high 
school he joined the Capitol theatre 
staff as an usher, doorman etc. until he 


-was promoted to assistant manager. 


After graduating high school he de- 
cided to remain in our business 
permanently. 

In 1939 he joined the Kent Regi- 
ment, trained with the Essex Scottish 
in England and was posted to active 
service in France, Belgium, Holland 
and Germany. He was twice wounded 
in action, once blown clear out of his 
boots while clearing out an enemy 
position. He was decorated with the 
Order of the Bronze Lion by Queen 
Whilhelmina in 1945. He came out of 
the war with his captain's pips and was 
demobbed in Canada in October of 
1945. 


On his return to civilian life Jeff 
rejoined F.P. in Chatham and three 
months later was moved to the Capitol 
in Welland as manager. In 1948 to the 
Algoma in the Soo until 1950 when he 
took over the Capitol in Sudbury 


where he has remained since. 
While in high school Jeff was on 


the boxing team and fought for the 
high school heavyweight championship 
at 15. In the army he was a P.T. 
instructor at the English Army School 
of Physical Training in Aldershot. 

Married to Bertie, they have two 
children, Gary 28 who is with Stelco 
in Hamilton, and Carole Ann 23. They 
have three grandchildren. 

Jeff designed and built his own 
home under the Veterans Land Act. 
Loves woodworking and travelling. 
Golfs on occasion. Due to enter our 
40 Year Club next year. 
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GEORGE DAVIE 
PARKDALE, TORONTO 


A native Torontonian, George Davie 
manager of our Parkdale theatre in 


ROBERT HARVEY 
CAPITOL, NORTH BAY 


Another graduate of our unofficial 
theatre managers’ school at the Tivoli 
in Toronto, Bob - | call him Bob to 
get Eileen mad - got his start as an 
usher at the Imperial and Shea's the- 


HOWARD LEVIS 
PARK, WINDSOR 


Toronto attended Deer Park Public 
School and Central Tech before em- 
barking on his business career. At 16 
he started as a message boy at Eaton’s 
at the same time working as a part- 
time usher at the Hollywood theatre. 
Spent a short time as a sales clerk at 
Simpson’s. 

In 1935 moved to the Tivoli as an 
usher, advancing rapidly to head usher 
and assistant manager under yours 
truly. George is another graduate 
of the Tivoli management school. In 
1940 moved to Shea's as assistant to 
the late Walter Graydon, then to the 
Tivoli in Hamilton as acting manager 
until 1942. At that time he joined 
Canada’s armed forces until 1946. 

George returned to Shea’s for a 
refresher course following which he 
was assigned to the Palace in Toronto 


atre in early 1935, and then to the 
Tivoli where he got full treatment ... 
usher, outside doorman, head usher 
and then assistant manager. While at 
the Tivoli he took a government 
course in projection, and to this day 
holds an *A’ license. In 1939 Bob 
moved to the Capitol in Kingston as 
ass t. manager and three months later 
back to Toronto relieving managers 
on vacation, following which he mov- 
ed to the Tivoli in Hamilton as house 
manager. In 1942 off to Sydney, N.S. 
as manager of the Vogue ... In 1945 
to the Brant in Brantford, and a year 
later to the Broadway in Timmins. In 
1949 he moved to the Capitol in 
North Bay where he has remained 
since. 

Bob is one of the most promotion 
minded managers on the circuit and 
has won his fair share of prize money 
over the years. A few years ago the 
City of North Bay sent him to Holly- 
wood to snare a name for the Mayors 


A native of Windsor, Howard got a 
job at the Capitol as an usher in 1947, 
while still in school. In 1948 was 
transferred to the Palace as Chief of 
Staff and was promoted to assistant 
manager in 1949. From 1949 until 
1954 he acted as assistant manager 
for varying periods of time at the 
Park, Empire, Palace and Capitol. 
In 1954, hoping to improve his 
financial position he took a job with 
Chrysler of Canada. Found that it 
was no bed of roses what with season- 
al lay-offs etc. besides which he just 
couldn't shake off that showbiz bug, 
so he returned to the Palace as assist- 
ant manager in 1957. The following 
year he was promoted to manager of 


as house manager under the late 

Charlie Querrie. Then to the Captiol 
as relief manager following which he 
managed for varying periods of time 
the Alhambra, Palace until 1968, then 
the Beach and following that the Park- 
dale where he is now. 

Married to Vira in 1945 they 
have two children ... daughter Barbara 
a secretary in Toronto and George jr. 
who is studying business administra- 
tion at the University of Western Ont- 
ario. ario. 

George enters our 40 Year Club 
this year. He loves gardening and 
fishing. The Davies are members of 
the United Church, 

Incidentally, George also took a 
projectionists’ course with the Prov- 
incial government and holds an ‘A’ 
license, 
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and Reeves convention and he wound 
up with Bob Cummings and his wife. 
Naturally enough the other Bob made 
a special guest appearance on his 
stage. At one point the city of North 
Bay presented our Bob with a special 
plaque for his intense interest in 
childrens’ activities in the city. 

Married to Eileen in 1938 they 
have two children. Carroll Virginia 
now married, and Robert Douglas a 
third year student at Eastern Ken- 
tucky University. 

Bob likes to travel and has visited 
the West Coast several times. Has 
travelled right across Canada and 
many parts of the U.S. He likes to 
fish, golfs on occasion, and at one 
time played hockey and locrosse. He 
is a member of Nipissing Lodge of the 
A.F. and A.M. and the North Bay 
Downtown Businessmen’s Association. 

Oh yes ... just to keep in practice 
he has just won a trip to EXPO in 
Osaka. 
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the Tivoli, and two years later to the 
Park in a like capacity. He has been 
at the Park - Windsor’s only hard tick- 
et house - since. 

Howard occasionally blanks Mike 
Micelli at table shuffleboard ... but 
just occasionally. He likes to bowl, 
and with son Leonard spends his free 
hours building scale automobile mo- 
dels. Plays golf in season. 

Married to Rose Marie in 1955 
they are the parents of four children. 
Leonard 12, Lori Il, Jeffrey 9 and 
Dana 2. 

Oh yes, Howard is no slouch when 
it comes to knocking off prizes and 
citations, and has dozens of certifi- 
cates to prove it. 
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M.F. MICELLI 
PALACE, WINDSOR 


In May of 1944 Mike started an as 
usher at the Tivoli while still attend- 
ing school, and in 1947 moved to the 


Empire as Head Usher for Eddie 
Lamoureux. Three years later back 
to the Tivoli as assistant manager, and 
in 1953 moved to the Empire in a 
like capacity. 

Three years later Mike was trans- 
ferred to the Capitol as assistant to 
the late Bob Knevels, and in the sum- 
mers managed our Skyway Drive-In 
theatre. When our Company took 
over the Kent on Ottawa street Mike 
was named manager. In 1958 he was 
moved to the Park, and two years 
later was appointed to his present 
position as manager of the Palace. 

Mike always says what he means, 
even talks back to his booker - when 
he thinks he has a point. His specialty 
is ‘all night horror shows’ ... he hates 
‘em, especially when a_ group of 


militant Black Panthers take over his 
house, crossing over from Detroit in 
hordes to propagandize and raise a 
little hell. 

A master of the unusual in pro- 
motional activities, Mike has many 
citations and cash awards to his credit. 
He doesn’t always win, but he sure 
keeps those entries coming. 

In the way of recreation he thinks 
he’s a pretty good table shuffleboard 
player, but occasionally gets tripped 
up by some amateur. He is a member 
of the Windsor Men’s Press Club , 
loves fishing, hunting and the odd 
game of poker. Used to play hockey 
in public and high school. 

Mike and wife Joyce have four 
children...Larry 14, Kathy 12, Michael 
jr. 9 and Colleen six months. 
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E.C. LAMOUREUX 
CAPITOL, WINDSOR 


While still attending school Eddie 
ushered at the Tivoli to pick up a few 
bucks. He liked what he was doing and 
decided to stick around, and in 1930, 
three years after he started, he was 
moved to the Capitol as Chief of Staff, 


then back to the Tivoli as assistant 
manager and a short while later to the 
Capitol again, this time as assistant, 
following John Heggie. In 1936 he was 
upped to manager of the Empire 
theatre where he remained until 1952. 
His next move was to the Palace as 
manager and in 1959 back to the 
Capitol as manager and also city 
manager of our Windsor theatres. 

Ed became involved in_ politics 
many years ago and was tapped by 
Paul Martin to be his personal cam- 
paign director. He could have moved 
to Ottawa as Martin's executive secre- 
tary but dectined. He is a past 
president of the Advertising and Sales 
Club, a member of the Men's Press 
Club, and in 1967 was named ‘Citizen 
of the Year’ by C K WW, ‘For making 
Windsor a Better Place to Live In.’ He 
is also a past president of the Down- 
town Businessmen’s Association and is 


presently chairman of Parking and 
Traffic for the city of Windsor. He has 
always been intensely interested in 
communal affairs and civic betterment 
movements. It was his personal in- 
fluence with City Council that got 
Windsor Sunday movies — at the first 
meeting. 

Eddie used to play Junior A and 
senior hockey for the Montreal Cana- 
dians farm club — his late brother Leo 
did play for the Canadians — but gave 
up this sport to remain in our business. 
He also used to box as an amateur, 
played some football and was pretty 
good at baseball. 

Ed’s main hobby is golf. He is very 
active in the local Cancer Society and 
is presently fund-raising campaign 
chairman. . 

Ed and wife Phyllis are the parents 
of one son, Ed Jr. and daugHter Joy, 
both married. 
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DAN KRENDEL ELECTED 
M.P.T.A.O. PREXY 


At the annual meeting of the Motion 
Picture Theatres Association of 
Ontario held at the Park Plaza Hotel in 
Toronto on Monday, February 9th, 
Dan Krendel was elected president of 
the association for the ensuing year. 

The M.P.T.A.O. is the voice of the 
industry in Ontario and represents 
more than 90% of all independent 
exhibitors and all of the circuits doing 
business in the provicne, and is closely 
associated with the M.P.T.A.C. the 
national body. 


FAMOUS — ODEON POOL 
OPERATIONS TERMINATED 


Mr. George P. Destounis has announced 
that by mutual agreement of the 
principals, effective with week ending 
January 31st, the F.P. — ODEON 
pooling arrangement in six cities across 
Canada has been terminated. Each 
circuit will now operate its own 
theatres in the cities affected. 


THREE H.O. GALS FETED ON RETIREMENT 


With the introduction of Centrex direct dialing, three old time — in terms of service only — employees retired: from active 
service with our company. Ruth Melville, our personable receptionist had been with us for 29 years... Kae McBurney, head 
switchboard operator with 21 years service, and Irene Galofaro, also 21 years. 

On Wednesday, January 21st the entire head office staff gathered in the Variety clubrooms to honour these old friends of 
ours. Gaiety was the order of the day, a few elbows were bent and the sumptuous array of hors d oeuvres did a magic disap- 
pearing act. 

Our president Mr. Destounis heaped lavish praise on the gals for their many years of dedicated service and presented them 
with an assortment of gifts on behalf of their fellow employees. Phyllis Hirst ably assisted by Isabel Archer, Lorna White, 
Marilyn Lang and June Di Fonzo handled all the arrangements most capably. 

Needless to say, a good time was had by all. 


VETERAN VANCOUVER SHOWMAN HONOURED ON RETIREMENT 


On Tuesday, January 27th, Ivan 
Ackery erstwhile manager of the 
Orpheum theatre in Vancouver and 
Tommy Thompson of the Paramount 
in nearby New Westminster, both of 
whom retired at year’s end, were feted 
by all of their friends in the business at 
a gala dinner and party at the Van- 
couver Hotel. The affair was planned 
to coincide with our president George 
P. Destounis visit to the coast and was 
a gay and nostalgic experience for 
all present. 

Mr. Destounis made the presenta- 
tions on behalf of all present, and 
Tommy and Ivan responded wittingly 
and humorously. 

The occasion was also used as the 
jumping off point in B.C.’s ‘Famous in 
| Seventy’ celebrations, and in an ac- 
companying photo George and Kay 
Destounis are shown cutting the huge 
birthday cake. 

Truly an eventful dinner and a fond 
farewell to two real showmen and 


Ivan Ackery ... Maynard Joiner ... George P. Destounis ... Tommy Thompson 
Doug Gow. 


great guys. 


George and Kay Destounis admiring : 
F.P.’s 50th Anniversary cake. George Destounis presenting gifts to Tommy Thompson and Ivan Ackery. 


25 AND 40 YEAR 
CLUB MEMBERS 
INDUCTED IN MONTREAL 


On Wednesday, December 17th, the 
La Diligence Restaurant in Montreal 
wore a festive look as six members of 
the Famous Family were inducted into 
the 25 Year Club, and seventeen mem- 
bers were honoured for their forty 
years of service. 

Our president Mr. George P. Des- 
tounis flew down from Toronto to 
preside at the proceedings and was 
most ably assisted by George R. 
Arnott, executive vice-president of 
United Amusement Corporation and 
Maurice Phaneuf, general manager of 
the Company. 

The new 25 Year Club members are 
— Miss Therese Williams, Albert Miron, 
Richard Howarth, Miss Madeleine La 
Rue, Edward Tracy and Oscar Rich- 
ards, while the following were hon- 
oured for havingcompleted forty years 
of service Donat Asselin, Albert 
Blondin, Thomas Cleary, Paul R. Denis, 
Armand Gaudette, J. Phil Godel, 
Walter Hoffman, Frederick Hoffman, 
Nelson Newberger, Euclide Racine, 


Robert Shepherd, Adolphe Thibodeau, 
Severe Vezina, Albert Miron, Richard 
Howorth, Oscar Richards and Paul 


Ce 
ee ee 


BS. 


Nelson Newbergher, Walter Hoffman, George P. Destounis, Donat Asselin, Fred Hoffman, 


Richard Shepherd and Adolphe Thibodeau. 


This was the first time in our 
history that a father and son were 
both honoured on their fortieth an- 
niversary with our company — Walter 


ee 


& 2 


Tom Cleary, Albert Miron, Ed Tracy, Mr. Ge 


George R. Arnott, Walter Hoffman, George P. Destounis. 


and Frederick Hoffman. Walter is a 
projectionist at the Fairview Cinema 1, 
and son Frederick is employed in a 
like capacity at the Capitol in Montreal. 


orge P. Destounis, Dick Howarth, Oscar 


Richards, Severe Vezina, Armand Gaudette, Paul Denis and Al Blondin. 


Albert Miron, Ed Tracy, Miss Williams, George R. Arnott, Miss LaRue, George P. Destounis 


’ 


Maurice Phaneuf, Oscar Richards and Dick Howarth. 


VERA GILLIS HONOURED 
FOR FORTY YEARS SERVICE 


On Monday evening December 22nd, 
Miss Vera Gillis cashier at the Para- 
mount theatre in Sydney, N.S. over 
the past forty years was presented 
with a silver tray commemorating her 
long and faithful service to our com- 
pany. 

Scene of the event was the 
Wandlyn Motel dining room in Sydney, 
and on hand to help celebrate the 
event were Ken Williamson manager of 
the Paramount theatre and Mrs. Wil - 
liamson, Laurie Conrad manager of the 
Vogue theatre and Mrs. Conrad, Mr. 
George Dockwrey our associate in 
Sydney and Mrs. Dockwrey, and dis- 
trict manager Murray Lynch who made 
the presentation. 


Miss Gillis was a very thrilled 
and happy gal, and all of us in Fa- 
mous wish her many more satisfying 


Congrat- 


years with our company. 
ulations Vera, and Bonne Chance. 
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R.J. SEWELL HONOURED 
IN PRINCE GEORGE 


Jack Sewell, veteran projectionist at 
the Parkwood theatre in Prince George, 
B.C. was recently inducted into our 
Company’s 25 Year Club. Mr. Sewell 
was presented with his pin and gifts at 
a luncheon held in the Kon Tiki, by 
B.C. Supervisor Doug Gow. Present at 
the induction were Mr. and Mrs. 
Sewell, Jim Dudley, Blake Starratt, 
Alex and Mrs. Barclay and Doug Gow. 


Doug Gow, Jack Sewell, Mrs. Sewell. 
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FRED BALDASSARI 50 IN 70 


The only charter member of our 25 
Year Club still active in our company, 
Fred Baldassari, projectionist at the 


Tivoli 


in Hamilton, 
seriously considering retiring at year's 
end. Fred began his career in this 
business in October 1910 as an ap- 
prentice projectionist in the Unique, 
Crystal Palace, Red Mill and Imperial 


at age 73 is 


theatres in Hamilton. In 1918 he went 
overseas with the Canadian Engineer 
Corps and on his return to Canada the 
following year opened the Mountain 
theatre, then moved to the Savoy in 
1920. From the Savoy he moved to 
the Capitol, and in 1928 when the 
Tivoli introduced sound to Hamilton, 
Fred took over as projectionist. 

Fred is a member of the 4th degree, 
Knights of Columbus, is active in the 
Holy Name Society, a former president 
of TMA — Theatrical Mutual Associa- 
tion — President of the 1.A.T.S.E. 
Local 303 for the past ten years, and 
has held every office including Business 
Agent, Secretary etc. since 1915. He is 
a member of the Canadian Picture 
Pioneers. The Baldassari family wor- 
ships at the St. John the Baptist 


church in Hamilton. 

Fred is an expert wine maker, and 
| have a sample to prove it. He enjoys 
fishing and gardening, and is an all 
around tinkerer. Loves to travel and 
has covered the continent by car 


-several times. Last year on his holidays 


he put 8,000 miles on the old jalopy 
covering the entire west coast from 
Vancouver south to San Francisco, 
L.A., Las Vegas, then home. 

Fred and wife Provie have three 
daughters, all married, and a total of 
nine grandchildren. Two of the girls 
live in Ottawa and one in Hamilton. 

When he retires, Fred hopes to fill 
in his time gardening, travelling and 
spoiling his grandkids. All the best to 
you Fred from all of us in the Famous 
Family. 


BONUS WINNERS SINCE OUR LAST ISSUE 


| guess what with the holidays, new payrolls, new T - 24 sheets and all, the past few weeks have been kind of rugged. However, 
in spite of all that, 25 managers have managed to knock off $25.00 bonuses and an even half dozen hit the jackpot and the 

Master Showman’s Award of $100.00. Total take ... $1225.00, which isn’t bad considering the circumstances. How about doub- 
ling that figure next time? So, let’s give it a real try. huh? 


$25.00 BONUS WINNERS 


BILL TRUDELL the Whiz Kid of our Cap- 
itol in London hit a two bagger...one for 
his promotion of two very profitable Xmas 
week morning rentals and the second for a 
series of unique and attention grabbing ads 
on BUTCH CASSIDY. 


LOU LOBB maestro of the Met in Regina, 
with an assist from Wilf Runge came up 
with one terrific campaign in support of 
their THRILL-ARAMA FIVE SHOW at 
the Met and Queen City Drive-In. Lots of 
unusual gimmicks and loads of help from 
the local Rock ‘N Roll station and news- 


paper. 


ROLPHE REINHARDT who runs the Str- 
and in Edmonton did a bang-up job on 
JONIKO, highlight of which was the pro- 
motion of a free trip to Alaska through the 
co-operation of a local cleaner and Radio 
Station C HE D. 


LES HAWLEY while manager of the Odeon 
in Brantford...he has since been moved to 
the Capitol in Kingston...hit a very high 
triple. No. |, promotion of over $200.00 
worth of radio time. No. 2, three very pro- 
fitable morning rentals during Xmas week. 
No. 3, Quick thinking which resulted in the 
sales of $700.00 worth of children’s gift 
tickets to the local Safety Traffic Depart- 
ment. 


A.C. HARTSHORN top man at the Regent 
in Oshawa for his promotion of a full-page 
co-op in the Oshawa Journal in support of 
his engagement of THE LOVE BUG’ 


J.P. ANDRE COTE more readily identified 
as ‘Andy’ for a terrific tie-up with the Can- 
adian Amateur Ski Association in support 
of his engagement of DOWNHILL RACER 
Resulted in much gratis T.V. and Radio 
coverage. 


BILL NOVAK who calls the Met in Winni- 
peg ‘‘Home”’ for a very outstanding selling 
job on THE LOVE BUG. The Disney 
people were so impressed that they sent 
along their own little token of appreciation. 


DAVID VAN NORMAN, ‘Van’ to his 
friends, runs the Capitol in Sarnia and 
came up with a double. The first for his 


promotion of three very profitable morn- 
ing rentals during Xmas. week, and the 
second for his valuable help in straighten- 
ing out some of our real estate problems 
in the city. 


DON DICKERSON head man of the twin- 
auditorium Pen Centre Cinemas in St. Cath- 
arines for a most effective selling job on 
BATTLE OF BRITAIN. Campaign book 
contains too many items to detail at this 
time. 


REG DUTTON of the Calgary Place 
Theatres in Calgary rented his theatre to 
the Head Ski Company for the opening 
night of DOWNHILL RACER, and held 
special screenings for various ski shops, 
sports writers and announcers, to wind up 
with a tidy gross on his engagement. 


EARL MORTIMORE manager of the Roxy 
in Barrie went all out in his promotion on 
ROMEO AND JULIET, tying in all local 
secondary schools, men’s wear stores, and 
radio and newspaper tie-ups for free time 
and space. 


DON KINLOCH the man in charge of 
our Lincoln in St. Catharines didn’t miss a 
trick when it came to selling his engagement 
of EASY RIDER. His efforts sure showed 
up in the grosses. 


NOEL FRAYNE manager of the Park Royal 
Twin Theatres in West Vancouver for a 
most effective campaign in support of his 
CHILDREN’S FILM FESTIVAL.  High- 
light was a Fire Department display feat- 
uring a completely restored 1928 fire eng- 

ine. 


KEN MacKENZIE who runs the Paramount 
in St. John ran a special Santa Claus show, 
and what more natural than to tie up with 
the local Santa Claus Parade? Result, over 
2,000 young ‘uns at his matinee. 


JACK McNICOL of the Capitol in Vernon, 
B.C. really went ali out on his date of 
EXPLOSION. Promoted local pipe band 
On Opening night in addition to a variety 
of tie ups with C J 1 B, The National 
Hotel and the Cam Jammers Car Club. 


MRS. STELLA CULHANE our gal at the 
Belle in Belleville asked for a return engage- 
ment of ROMEO AND JULIET. contacted 
every secondary school in a sixty mile 
radius and jam-packed three matinees. 


BiLL HOWE the kid who runs our Para- 
mount in Kelowna instituted a ‘Children’s 
Privilege Card’ to reward those youngsters 

who behave themselves while in his theatre 

and prove that they are responsible young 
citizens, 


MIKE MECELLI outspoken manager of our 
Palace in Windsor for a terrific back-up 
campaign in support of MONTEREY POP’ 
Highlight was the co-operation extended 
by the local Steinberg outlet which in- 
cluded theatre copy in daily ads, 


HOWARD LEVIS who runs the harda-ticket 
Park in Windsor doesn’t just sit back and 
wait out a run...he comes up with some- 
thing new every week. On the 7th week of 
FUNNY GIRL he arranged a promotion 
with Mady’s Furniture people which netted 
him over $800.00 in gratis radio time. 


PAUL NATALE the man in charge of the 
Beach in Toronto arranged a special pro- 
motion to boost the sale of his large drinks, 
and succeeded beyond his fondest hopes. 
The bair was a contest with promoted re- 
cord albums as prizes. 


BOB HARVEY Exploiteer extraordinary 
at our Capitol in North Bay tied in the 
local Weldon’s Restaurant with his date 
on APRIL FOOLS and came up with three 
good-sized co-op ads paid for by Weldon’s. 


GINO DIVENANZO of the Palace in Tor- 
onto used a lot of imagination to promote 
his Saturday matinee kid’s shows... to ex- 
cellent results. 


$100.00 MASTER SHOWMEN 


Six managers qualified for this special Mast- 
er Showman award which carries with it a 
special $100.00 bonus. To be eligible, a 
manager must have submitted four bonus 
entries. Count up your $25.00 wins fellows 
. you may be a Master Showman award 
winner without knowing it. 


THE WINNERS 


MIKE MICELLI - 
HELEN BATES - Palace, Guelph 

LES HAWLEY - Odeon, Brantford 
JACK LOEPPKY _ - Totem, Prince Rupert 
BILL TRUDELL - Capitol, London 
LEN BISHOP - Hollywood, Toronto 
before he retired 


Wha New? 


Editor 
DAN KRENDEL 
ART LAYOUT 
HUGH CAULFIELD 


(JANUARY & FEBRUARY) 


Palace, Windsor 


onsets, 


SO SHOWMANSHIP IS DEAD ... ? 
“NOT SO” SEZ BILL TRUDELL 


And so say all of us. Bill had BUTCH 
CASSIDY booked and did his pre- 
liminary campaign. It 


eyed gnwmh | 
Trudell and pointed your ganar | 
hes postooning your ¢ 


7th WEEK 
ian 


a 


“Ay.” "BUTCH CASSIDY AND THE SUNDANCE KIDD 
— iM COLOR WITH THE GREAT THEME | 


fi 
“RAINDROPS KEE? FALLIN’ ON MY 


Ca 


October 31st for 
a two week run. 
At this writing, 
the middle of January, 
it’s still going strong and racking up 
new house records. Sure it’s a good 


ADULT 
ENTERT ALHIAENT 

me At: F106. 3:90 

B90. 7710. 9:19 


opened on 


b.o. pic, but it didn’t do it all by 
itself. After the first couple of weeks 
Bill felt that it needed a boost, got 
together with the lads on the Free 
Press and came up with a series of 
unusual and ingenious ads ... portions 
culled from the press books, the rest 
a result of Bill's imaginative utili- 
zation of his years of experience. 
The copy is his own. 

This is something that any manag- 
er in any town can duplicate ... IF he 
has friends on the newspaper. One 
thing for sure it sold loads of 
tickets and had everybody in town 
talking. | know because | took a walk 
along the Main Street with Bill and 
was astounded at the number of people 
who stopped him to comment on his 
ads. 

Copies of three of his ads appear on 
this page. Take a good look at them 
and you'll know what | mean. The 
idea can be applied to just about any 
attraction. Congratulations Bill, and 
Showmanship sure ain’t dead yet, cer- 
tainly not in London. 
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INVITING A HOLD UP 


Just a couple of weeks ago in one of 
our larger theatres we experienced an 
armed hold-up which, had the theatre's 
personnel observed our standard rules 
of precaution, might have been 
avoided. The boxoffice had closed and 
the cashier, in full view of any passers- 
by was casually counting her cash in 
preparation for checking out. Appar- 
ently this is standard procedure in this 
theatre ... somebody had cased the 
joint, knew exactly what that pro- 
cedure was, and at the appropriate 
time stepped up and proceeded to 
relieve the gal of just under $200.00. 
It could have been considerably more, 
but one rule had been followed ... 
frequent pick-ups had left a minimum 
of cash in the boxoffice. 

| don't know what we can do to 
emphasize the importance of proper 
boxoffice closing procedure. We have 
written letters, pleaded, threatened, 
but in spite of all our preachments and 
exhortations, some managers simply 
don't get the message, and continue on 
their own merry way, ignoring rules 
and instructions, and smugly assuring 


themselves that ‘It can't happen to 
me’. Well, it can and does and this is, 
or should be ample proof. 

So ... let's try again. First make 
frequent pick-ups of cash. When the 
boxoffice closes PROMPTLY escort 
the cashier to the office and let her 
make up her cash there, behind locked 
doors. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES 
is the cashier to remain in the box- 
office beyond the B.O. closing time. 

Can anything be plainer than that? 


WM. G. MORE PASSES 


William Gordon More, projectionist at 
the Royal theatre in Victoria from 
1920 until his retirement a short while 
ago, died at his home in Victoria on 
September 28th at the age of 69. 

He is survived by his widow 
Elizabeth M.A. More to whom we 
extend the condolences of all of us in 
the Famous Family. 


ALBERT COMTE PASSES 


Veteran projectionist at the Van Horne 
Theatre in Montreal, Albert Comte 
died at his home on October 22nd. Mr. 


Comte who was born in 1909 has been 
an employee of our company since 
1948. 

The deepest condolences of every 
member of the Famous Family go to 
the members of the Comte family. 


DECEASED 


| have been advised by our Insurance 
Department of the passing of two 
valued, old - time employees. Both 
had been retired for a short time at 
the time of their passing. 


ARTHUR R. TAYLOR, projectionist 
at the Empress theatre in Edmonton 
since 1933 was born on November 8, 
1898 and passed away at his home on 
November 2, 1969. 


MRS. ANNE BARICK, a member of 
our maintenance staff at the Capitol 
theatre in Montreal joined our staff in 
1922 and retired a few years ago 


MRS. ANNE BARICK, a member of 
our maintenance staff at the Capitol 
theatre in Montreal joined our staff in 
1922 and retired a few years ago. 
Born on October 15, 1892 Mrs. Barick 
died on December 13, 1969. 


Our deepest condolences to the fam- 
ilies of the deceased. 


T.C.L. CALGARY 
BRANCH OPENS 


On Thursday, January 15th, the 
newest 1.C.L. office and warehouse 
officially opened for business. The 
new building is located at 4532 
Manilla Road S.E. in Calgary, and will 
shift some of the load from Van- 
couver and Winnipeg. . : 4 te 

Pictured above is Jack Fitzgibbons ee : oe q _—— 
cutting the popcorn ribbon, aided by . a ~ a ; 
Fred Purich president of Richfield 
Developers, Murray Sherriff T.C.L. 
division manager. 
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STOP THE PRESS. ..50in’7O 


CELEBRATION CONTEST! 


WINNERS NAMED 


Just as we were going to press, Stan Helleur chairman of our 50 in 70 contest handed me a list of the prize winners in our 
recently concluded circuit-wide contest. There were over 300 winners and | can’t possibly list them all, but Stan has assured 
me that a complete listing will be on its way to every theatre immediately. 

Following are the grand prize winners who should be the proud owners of their winnings by the time this issue of WHAT’S 
NEW is in the mail. 


GRAND PRIZE 


JACQUES CHAMPAGNE, director of French publicity for United Amusements Corporation for the province of Quebec 
won the top prize of a new Ford Maverick, plus a 25 inch R.C.A. colour T.V. set, plus his choice of any item listed in our 
gift catalogue. 


BILL WILSON manager of the Garneau theatre in Edmonton has been awarded second prize of an eight day air trip to 
Hollywood plus $500.00 in cash, plus a 25 inch R.C.A. colour T.V. set, plus his choice of one of the many gifts listed in the 
catalogue. 


VINCENT FERRARA a member of our Home Office staff was named third prize winner and winds up with a five day air 


trip to Hollywood plus $300.00 in cash, plus a 25 inch R.C.A. colour T.V. set, plus his choice of any item listed in the gift 
catalogue. 


ALEX REID manager of the Haida theatre in Victoria won the top prize for B.C. and is now the proud owner of a 25 inch 
R.C.A. colour T.V. set and his choice of any item in the gift catalogue. 


MISS FLORENCE MIHELL cashier at the Paramount theatre in Saskatoon led the Saskatchewan prize winners, and is happy 
with her 25 inch R.C.A. colour T.V. set and her choice of gifts listed in the catalogue. 


MISS BETTY GRANT confection attendant at the Towne Cinema in Winnipeg knocks off top honours for Manitoba and 
winds up with a 25 inch R.C.A. colour T.V. set and one of the gifts listed in the prize catalogue. 


Above are listed the top prize winners, and as mentioned in my introductory paragraph a full listing of winners right across 


the country will be made available by Stan Helleur. In fact you may already have this list as this is being written about a week 
before delivery of this issue. 


Our sincere congratulations to all the winners, and thanks to all of our employees from coast to coast who took the time 
and trouble to put their suggestions on paper and send them along. 


O4NFOSIlO4NOS IilOZ:NEOS IilOZNcOS ill 


O 
> 
e 
0 
0 
0 
x 
é 
0 
0 
s 
ay 
é 
0 
al 
= 
> 
& 
0 
0 


OZNOSliIOZ4-:‘N-OSIIO2:N-OS IllIOZ:NcOS 


PEN CENTRE CINEMAS 
ST. CATHARINES 
1970 


it: 
1 SOPHIA 


seat 


T.C.L. CALGARY 
BRANCH OPENS 


On Thursday, January 15th, the 
newest T.C.L. office and warehouse 
officially opened for business. The 
new building is located at 4532 
Manilla Road S.E. in Calgary, and will 
shift some of the load from Van- 
couver and Winnipeg. 

Pictured above is Jack Fitzgibbons 
cutting the popcorn ribbon, aided by 
Fred Purich president of Richfield 
Developers, Murray Sherriff T.C.L. 
division manager. 
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WINNERS NAMED 


Just as we were going to press, 
recently concluded circuit-wide 
me that a complete listing will bi 

Following are the grand prize From: 
NEW is in the mail. 


Name — — ~ ee ut ae 
GRAND PRIZE Poutbn oe * See 
JACQUES CHAMPAGNE, direc AGGeSs 2542 a ee Bs Gea es 


won the top prize of a new Fo 
gift catalogue. 


BILL WILSON manager of the 
Hollywood plus $500.00 in cas 
catalogue. 


VINCENT FERRARA a member of our Home Office staff was named third prize winner and winds up with a five day air 
trip to Hollywood plus $300.00 in cash, plus a 25 inch R.C.A. colour T.V. set, plus his choice of any item listed in the gift 
catalogue. 


ALEX REID manager of the Haida theatre in Victoria won the top prize for B.C. and is now the proud owner of a 25 inch 
R.C.A. colour T.V. set and his choice of any item in the gift catalogue. 


MISS FLORENCE MIHELL cashier at the Paramount theatre in Saskatoon led the Saskatchewan prize winners, and is happy 
with her 25 inch R.C.A. colour T.V. set and her choice of gifts listed in the catalogue. 


MISS BETTY GRANT confection attendant at the Towne Cinema in Winnipeg knocks off top honours for Manitoba and 
winds up with a 25 inch R.C.A. colour T.V. set and one of the gifts listed in the prize catalogue. 


Above are listed the top prize winners, and as mentioned in my introductory paragraph a full listing of winners right across 
the country will be made available by Stan Helleur. In fact you may already have this list as this is being written about a week 
before delivery of this issue. 


Our sincere congratulations to all the winners, and thanks to all of our employees from coast to coast who took the time 
and trouble to put their suggestions on paper and send them along. 
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